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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Election/Restrictions 

Applicants' election of group II, claims 8-18 in the reply filed on Apr 9 2007 is 
acknowledged. Claims 1-7 are withdrawn from consideration. The election has been 
made with traverse. The Applicants' argue that the product claims have been grouped 
with process claims. Claims 19 and 20 were grouped with the method claims as they 
are dependent on claim 1. Claims 19 and 20 are now grouped with group II claims and 
will be examined. The restriction requirement elected is made final. Claims 8-20 are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention-was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international 
application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 
371 (c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 8-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Berry et 
al. (U.S. 2005/0019588, effective filing date Aug 23 2002). 

Berry et al. teach a thin film strip composition comprising water, liquid soluble 
polymer such as pullulan, low temperature melt polymer such as polyethylene glycol 
and mixtures thereof (p 1 , para 0020, p 8, claims 18-30) and a cosmetic or skin care , 
product incorporated within the polymer matrix (para 0019). The reference teaches that 
the film is useful for dermatological or cosmetic substances such as skin emollients, 
fragrances etc and may be used to deliver the active ingredient or cosmetic (p 3, para 
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0048, 0056). The reference further teaches that the polymers in the lightweight cosmetic 
or skin product are in the form of a laminated film where each layer of the laminate 
contains a cosmetic or a skin care active component and the layers can be laminated 
on top of each other or laminated side by side (p 8, claims 23-25). The reference also 
teaches the thickness of the film to be in the range of 0.25 to 12 mils. 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Claims 8-12, 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Horstmann et al. (U.S. 6,800,329). 

Horstmann et al. teach a sheet-like administration form for applications as 
cosmetic, pharmaceutical or food products (col. 1, lines 7-9). The reference teaches 
hydrophilic basic polymer such as pullulan, starch etc and with added cosmetic agents 
(col. 2, line 36, col. 5, claim 10). The reference further teaches that hydrophile additives 
such as polyethylene glycol may be added (col. 2, lines 42-49). The reference teaches 
the process of making the sheet-like structures where the solid components are 
digested in solvents such as water, ethanol etc. (col. 3, lines 20-25). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13-15, 19, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Horstmann et al. (U.S. 6,800,329) in view of Berry et al. (U.S. 2005/0019588, 
effective filing date Aug 23 2002). 

Horstmann et al. teachings discussed as above. 

Horstmann teach the lamination of two polymers with each other (col. 4, lines 

54-56). 

The reference do not teach that each layer of the laminated film contains a 
cosmetic or active skin care ingredient or laminated layers on top of each other or 
laminated side by side and the thickness of the film. 

Berry et al.'s teachings discussed as above. The reference teach the problems 
associated with high loadings of active ingredients can be solved by laminating multiple 
layers of thin films to one another, where the films have physical and/or chemical 
properties which are modified depending on the function that layer plays in the laminate 
structure. Thus, higher loading may be provided in inner layers with the outer layers 
having lower loadings or even no actives present. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have the layers of laminated film with a cosmetic or active skin care 
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ingredient or laminated layers on top of each other or laminated side by side. The 
motivation to do so is provided by Berry et al. The reference teach the lamination of the 
sheet layers dispersed with cosmetic ingredients and also teach the laminated layers on 
top of each other and laminated side by side. The reference teach the problems 
associated with high loadings of active ingredients can be solved by laminating multiple 
layers of thin films to one another, where the films have physical and/or chemical 
properties which are modified depending on the function that layer plays in the laminate 
structure. Thus, higher loading may be provided in inner layers with the outer layers 
having lower loadings or even no actives present. Hence one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to laminate the sheet layers loaded with cosmetic 
ingredients to overcome the high loadings of active ingredients as taught by Berry et al. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to make a film with a thickness in the range of 0.25 to 12 mils because Berry et al. have 
successfully shown in his teachings a film with the thickness in that range comprising 
pullulan and other solid low melt temperature polymer with active cosmetic and skin 
ingredients dispersed in the matrix. Hence one would have been motivated to make a 
film with the thickness in the range mentioned above to achieve similar success in 
making the films with the cosmetic and skin ingredients dispersed in the matrix. 

Conclusion 

No claims are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Umamaheswari Ramachandran whose telephone 
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number is 571-272-9926. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 AM - 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sreeni Padmanabhan can be reached on 571-272-0629. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




